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Jerusalem Chamber Music Festival Preview

Newscaster :

Now for this week''s cultural report presented by Mark Pollens .

-music-

Mark Pollens :

The Jerusalem International Chamber Music Festival has become an important event in the classical music calendar .During the first two weeks of September this year several concerts will be given by eminent musicians. I talked to Yeheskell Beinisch who is one of the leading forces behind the festival.

Yeheskell Beinisch:

This year''s festival mainly includes works by Schubert based on Leeds and chamber music that was written after the Leeds. That''s the basic. So we do lots of Schubert from duets to octets. Then we do some things that have to do once again with the singing so we do an opera by Christian Deost with the wordings of what''s his name, the American actor ?

Mark Pollens :

Woody Allen .

Yeheskell Beinisch :

Woody Allen, exactly. The "Death Knock" which is a very, very nice short opera, and we do it on the same day that we do his two other soldats - "Soldier''s Tale" by Stravinksy with a very good Israeli actor Ohad Shachar because this is the same instrument partiure that is for

both works so this is something that is worthwhile coming to hear it. Then we do lots of other Schubert''s music for string like that quintets for two cellos. This is the quintets which Rubenstein asked to be played on his grave after he died. And we have wonderful cellists who play that, one of the best young ones today in Europe.
Mark Pollens :

Could you tell me a bit about the artists that are coming ?

Yeheskell Beinisch :

Yeah the artists this year we have as we have every year the older generation and the younger generation. The older generation include obviously Daniel Barenboim, Poshkirova , people from the Berlin Philharmonica, from Chicago Symphony. All of them are the first players, the concert masters. On the other hand, we have very young ones who are the future like the Tukkupson brothers from France, violin and cello, Tatinia Baselevia which I mentioned she is a 26 years celloists. Yulia Fisher wonderful, a great violinist from Germany. Barenmash Kellerman who is considered the best Hungarian violist today, also a young boy. And obviously we have Nikoli Shneider that the audience in Israel knows him already

from his performances with our festival and the Israeli Philharmonic Orchestra. He is 29 years-old violist. Wonderful. He was chosen by Barenboim together with Kira Zlovteko from the Jerusalem Quartet to record with him for the disc label all the Mozart trios. So we 
have quite a very nice collection of musicians. We in-between a virtuoso bass player, Nabil Schata which is a story. He is the son of an Egyptian father, a German mother and at the age of 23 is already the first bass player in the Berlin Philharmonic Orchestra which is considered one of the best .And is a real virtuoso. He plays ... like someone else plays on the violin .
Mark Pollens :

When and how did this festival begin?

Yeheskell Beinisch :

We start the festival on Friday September 2nd and it will last until September 15th. We have 14 concerts during the festival for chamber music at the YMCA hall in Jerusalem.

Parallel to that we are doing some master classes in the music center in Jerusalem Mishkenot Shenananim with someof the musicians like Shechate, like Levinger, the first horn player of Chicago Symphony and from the same symphony orchestra we have Matu deFor the first flute player, and they do those master classes in Meshkenot. And then we have some jazz concerts and some other activities together with the cinemateque in Jerusalem. So it is actually a real festival.

Mark Pollens :

How does the public respond? Is there a demand for tickets?

Yeheskell Beinisch :

It is a very big demand to tickets. First of all for the first few concerts there is no ticket anymore. Everything is sold out within a few days. Then for the other concerts we still have some tickets and I think that if somebody wants to hear very good music with in a very high performance with wonderful musicians that abroad you pay I don''t know what - $200, $250 when you go to Salzburg or to Edinburgh here for almost nothing, 100 shekels, 120 shekels the maximum you can get the best music and the best players and the demand is very big.

-music-
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That cultural report from Mark Pollens <
The End
